
Shiites (who rule only Iran) resumed control of the government after the Ayatollah Khomeini took control of Iran in 19791

and began a policy of exporting Shi’a to other countries.
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VIII. What is modern Islam like?
A. Internal ___________________

1. The conflict between the ___________ majority and the
____________ minority continues today.

a. Shiites, the vast majority in Iran, have ruled Iran since 1979.
b. Iraq, the other country with a Shiite majority, faces conflict
between Sunnis and Shiites. 

(Iraq is not
only split
religiously,
but also
ethnically,
between
Arabs and
Kurds. Like
the Arabs,
some_____
are Shiites
and some
Sunnis.)

c. Shiites aim not only to remove Western influences in Islamic
countries, but to overthrow __________ governments (especially
those that are Western in orientation).1

2. What we think of as Islamic terrorism stems from the activities of those
who advocate ________________. This movement, considered a part of
Sunni Islam, dates to the 1700s, when an Arabian “reformer” sought to
remove all changes from “pure”, early Islam. 

Their watchword is “____________________”. 



 Many  Wahabbis prefer the term Salafism. Wahhabism may be spelled with one or two ‘h’s and one or two ‘b’s.   Scholar2

Ahmad Ibn Taymiyya (1263-1328) called for a careful examination of the Quran and was influential on the founders of

Wahhabism in the 1700s
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This Sunni movement was opposed to both mainstream Sunni and, later, to
all Western influences. The movement thrived because it allied itself with the
House of ___________, whose leaders were on their own mission to
increase their power. Each supported the other, to the benefit of both. 

When the Saudis managed to take over rule of Arabia in 1924 (thus forming
the modern state of Saudi Arabia), Wahhabism was boosted.   Especially
after of oil began to enrich the kingdom after ___________, Wahhabis
began to attract new followers by financing religious schools, madrassas. 

But the Saudis soon found that the Wahhabism conflicted with Saudi
_______________ (non-religious) values and some Wahhabis turned
against the Saudi goverment. Osama bin Laden is an example of such an
enemy.

Thus, Wahhabis such as ______________ are enemies not only of Western
nations. The USA looms so large in their eyes because of its power. Even
Muslim-friendly governments such as France and Britain are targets of
Wahhabi hatred. They hate all forms of Islam that deviate from their
beliefs.2

Wahhabis can be compared to some protestant _______ who reject not
only the superstition and idolatry they say infuses the Roman Catholic
Church, but also the practices and teachings of many protestant churches.

footnote: Scholar Ahmad Ibn Taymiyya (1263-1328) called for a careful
examination of the Quran and was influential on the founders of Wahhabism
in the 1700s

 
B. External conflicts

1. Islamic enmity toward ___________ is more complicated.
 A small 1800s movement, ____________, began seeking a Jewish-
controlled state. After rejecting the island of Madagascar they settled on
Palestine, the historic homeland of Jews until they were chased away by the
Roman government in AD 70. At the time, Palestine was in the (Islamic
Turkish) Ottoman Empire. The movement was not popular among
European Jews, who had in the 1800s found more acceptence among
______________. Since the end of World War One Palestine had been
under the control of Great Britain, who at first welcomed the hardworking
Jewish settlers. They made the most of the harsh conditions, bringing
economic success to an area that had for a very long time been poor. (Note
the similarity to the wealth brought to Iberia by the Muslims which
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revitalized the economy which had stagnated under Visigothic leadership.)
Arab natives also welcomed the newcomers. 

But as the number of Jewish settlers increased and their economic success
contrasted sharply with the ______________________ of the Palestinian
Arabs, the Arab attitude  began to change.

The Holocaust convinced the survivors that non-Jews of Europe couldn’t be
trusted and Jewish refugees began to flow into Palestine. The Arabs became
alarmed (the arrival of many newcomers often upsets oldtimers). The British
tried to block the new immigrants, but gave up in 1948. At that point
Jewish leaders declared the creation of the state of __________, a
democratic state (in a region without democratic states). It was also a
Western society in an Islamic region. Jewish citizens formed the majority,
with a large minority of Muslims. 

Immediately, all its Arab neighbors declared war on Israel. As a result of
this war, the territory of Israel expanded somewhat, and many Arab citizens
of Israel fled to a small corner of Israel called the __________. 

The Arab states refused to admit these refugees, preferring them to stay
there as a testimony to the evil of the Jewish state. 

They are still there.

Later wars gave Israel the part of Jordan between it and the Jordan 
River, including East Jerusalem (which Israel had originally left outside its
borders).

Widespread Arab hatred of Jews (not just Israeli Jews) is fueled by
outrageous lies spread by Arab ___________. An example is the belief that
9/11 was caused by Jews, who warned fellow Jews working in the twin
towers not to go to work that day.

2. ______________ (Arabic: ‘party of God’) was founded in Lebanon in
1982, when Israel, for security purposes, occupied southern Lebanon. It
wanted Israel out of Lebanon, a goal accomplished. It became powerful in
the government of Lebanon. One of its goals is the
_____________________ of Israel.

3. Differences between Hezbollah and ___________ theology.
To understand this easily, you must recall the differences between Shi’a and
Sunnism (in its Wahhabi form). Hezbollah are____________ (remember,
they are from Lebanon), while Wahhabi are Sunni. The Wahhabi deny that
Shiites are true Muslims. They share practical concerns, such as damaging
Western ideas. 



 alliances between normally enemy Islam groups (such as Shiites and Sunni, most generally) can be compared to the3

alliance between the USA and the USSR during World War II—we were drawn together by a common enemy, Nazi

Germany/Austria. Such alliances are ephemeral.
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4. __________ is a Palestinian Sunni political movement that lost control
of the Gaza Strip due to its corruption. Its major enemy is Israel. It
currently controls the Gaza Strip.

5. _____________ is a radical Palestinian Sunni terrorist movement,
opposed to the corruption within Fatah. Its major enemy is Israel. It
currently controls the West Bank.

6. ___________ represents both an internal and an external danger. Under
the leadership of Osama bin Laden, it seeks to change the government of
Saudi Arabia to a more conservative one and engage in violent activities
against the United States and other countries.

7. The ____________, a conservative Sunni movement in Afgnhoartnhiwsteasnt earnnd 
Pakistan. In 1996 the Taliban overthrew of the
Afghanistan government. Al-Qaeda became a close ally of the Taliban.
There, Al-Qaeda now trained its members in safety. In 2001, after the
World Trade Center destruction, the Afghanistan government refused
demands of the US and NATO to turn over Osama Bin Laden. In October of
2001 the US overthrew the Taliban government.

C. Radical Islam Review

D. The challenge of Western Civilization. Since the age of Imperialism, the
incredible growth of power and wealth of countries of Western Civilization has
challenged Islamic cultural independence. Additionally, the lure of Western
technology, wealth, and values have weakened traditional Islamic values. 

Most Muslims have welcomed many of these changes. The minority who reject it
have called for actions to rid Islamic lands of these influences (not the technology
and wealth, but the values). These include some Shiite leaders, most of the
Wahhabi movement, and of course, Al-Qaeda.

It is Wahabbi influence that fires terrorist acts against the United States and
Europe. It is Shiite-controlled Iran that finances and enervates many actions
against Israel, including Hezbollah.

Please note: the enemy to a conservative Muslim is any change to traditional Islam.
Western Civilization is a target of the extreme activists because it has had so much
influence on Islamic culture.3

E. demographics
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1. Six of the top ten countries with high birth rates are majority Muslim
countries.
2. Islam is the second largest religion in the world.
3. 18% of Muslims are Arabs.
4. The Muslim country with the largest Muslim population is Indonesia.
5. France has the largest Muslim population in Western Europe (10%, 6
million).
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IX. How do Islam and Christianity compare?

Islam Christianity

God There is one God. There is one God, and
he manifests himself in
three persons: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Holy scripture The Quran is the definitive and
authoritative source. It was
dictated and is completely
accurate only in its original
language.
The Hadith, records of the
Prophet’s life, are invaluable in
understanding how to live.
The Bible is filled with errors.

The Bible is the
definitive and
authoritative source.
Some Christians believe
it was dictated word for
word.

Prophets Muhammad, the “Seal of the
Prophets”, is the last of over
100k prophets, which include
Abraham and Jesus. Every detail
of Muhammad’s life is an example
of how Muslims should live.

The prophets appeared
after Abraham, and
predicted the coming of
Jesus.

Some beliefs Holy War (jihad) is an important
activity.

People should be forced to
convert to Islam.

 Christians should not
resist
 authority, even if the
 authority is unjust.
 No one should be
coerced
 into converting.

Salvation Salvation is earned by careful
adherence to the five Pillars
(Surah 35.7).

 Salvation is a gift of God 
 through Jesus’ sacrifice
on
 the cross.
 (Later, many Christians
 added salvation by good 
 behavior.)

Some common
beliefs

There is one god.
Love your neighbor.
Care for the poor.
Act justly.
Pray to God frequently.


