
Name and period:

The Enlightenment and Awakening Student Guide
Directions: Pay attention to the slide presentation, 

thinking all the time, 

ask questions, and 

fill in the blanks. 

Learn as you go, and 

review to be prepared for a quis.

Pre-AP students: be prepared for extra work, including quotation comments.

0. Introduction

We live in our ____________, our behaviors, and our

______________.

This study is about ideas born in Greece, with new ideas

from the Hebrews conquering these Greek ideas (more-or-

less), and then the Greek ideas being reintroduced in the

Renaissance, and, finally and especially , the conflict among

all of these ideas in our target period, the 1700s.

Some of these ideas are now our modern ideas, including

our ______________-_____________ system of

government.

How did these changes come about?

You can understand this or you can remain ignorant, but

understanding this history helps you understand yourself.

. . .and now, to our study, Enlightenment and

Awakening.

I. What was the Enlightenment, what was

awakening?

“...the great idea of the Enlightenment: that

man, guided by the light of reason, could

explain all ________________

________________ and could embark on

the study of his own place in a world that

was no longer mysterious.” 1
2

A. The Enlightenment

1. “The Enlightenment” refers to an eighteenth

century movement based on a belief in

_________, or ___________, or both. It

tended toward criticism of ___________ and

existing ______________. In the

Enlightenment, the twins reason and

empiricism gained a power they had not had

since the victory of Christianity. (Under Christian

intellectual leadership, the twin powers had been

revelation and reason.)

O Vocabulary note: 

REVELATION

_____________________________________________

a. Note that reason has been used by some to

____________ the ex istence of God and by

others to _______________ the ex istence of

God.

2. Early Enlightenment thinkers believed that God

created the universe as a independent entity,

understandable through reason. Then, others

asserted that everything was matter, leaving no

room for God–does God then even ex ist?

3. Enlightenment events are roughly book ended

by the Glorious Revolution in England (1688) and

the French Revolution (1789)–that is, the 1700s.

4. The Enlightenment took place at the same time

as the _______________________________.

B. The Awakening(s)

1. The Awakening(s) were a move toward ______

__________________________________

instead away from Christianity.

II. What events led up to the Enlightenment and

Awakening?

A. Secular rational Greek thought

O Vocabulary note: 

SECULAR

nonreligious

1. The Greeks introduced widespread rational

thinking.

a. For instance, in inventing the polis, leaders–for

the very first time–asked the rational question,

“How shall we rule ourselves?”

2. The Romans adopted the Greek approach to

thinking.

B. The rise of the Christian world view.

1. The Christian way of thinking involved the

_______________ that God became a mere

human (as Jesus), with all the limitations human

existence involves. This seemed nonsense to the

Greek way of thinking.

C. Christianity _____________ Greek thought to

1
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Enlightenment”, in “Europe, History of”, in Encyclopaedia
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broaden its appeal.

1. The Church Fathers, believers in Jesus and

trained in Greek thinking, found similarities in the

two ways of thinking, and through their writing

made Christian teaching _____________ to

Greco-Romans.

D. Christian thought overcame Greek thought.

1. So many Romans became Christians, including

leaders, that ________________ (now mixed with

Greek philosophy) became the major type of

thought in the Roman Empire.

O Vocabulary note: 

PHILOSOPHY

the study of  such things as

__________________________________________________

___________________________.

You have a philosophy; philosophers think carefully about

such issues.

2. At this point, Greek thinking–which included

more-or-less worshiping the human being–declined,

with Christian concerns coming to dominate

thinkers’ writings.

3. Nonetheless, elements of Greek thinking

continued to be part of Christian thinking.

III. What was the intellectual ______________

during the 1700s?

A. Ideas of the Enlightenment

1. _________________

a. The wars  of religion following on the heels of

the Reformations wore out the idea of religiously

based fighting, leading to calls for toleration.

2. knowledge

a. the worship of reason

b. the worship of experience

3. religion

a. _________ and _____________

b. __________________

1) Machiavelli separated politics from theology

for the first time.

c. old ideas about the Bible attacked

1) Christians, then as now, often confused

beliefs they got from the Bible with beliefs

they got from elsewhere.

4. political

a. republicanism

O Vocabulary note: 

REPUBLICANISM

The belief  in _________________________. Republican

governments replace their king, but the essence is not the

presence or absence of  a king, but rather

______________________.

b. indiv idual liberty

1) John Calv in’s insistence on

_____________ ____________

provided the eventual basis for rebellion

against unjust government. That provided

a basis of the democratic state.

5. new ideas about the world

a. Columbus’ discovery of America influenced

how Europeans thought “about race,

biology, culture and history”.

1) Reverence for ancient authorities,

typical of the Renaissance ______________,

was weakened because the ancient authors

did not know about the New World.

b. Because people of different nations (e.g.,

French, Germans, Italians) fought in the

American Revolution, some people began to

think differently about who they were.

c. The growth of cities (among other social

changes) called for

________________________.

IV. Who were some of the Enlightenment thinkers?

ORDER – Group discussion 1

A. Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), pessimistic

materialist  (pre-Enlightenment thinker)

O Vocabulary note: 

MATERIALIST

Someone who believes only in ____________–that is, no

spiritual reality

Questions: 
What is order?
How important is it?

Do we need government to protect us from each other?

1. Hobbes was born in the year the Spanish

Armada invaded England (______), was 15 when

the first Stuart king began to rule England

(______), saw all of the English Civ il War (1640-

1649) and the execution of the second Stuart

king, and for two years tutored the third Stuart

king while he (the future Charles II) was in exile.

2. Hobbes’ two great ideas:

a. There is nothing in the universe but

______.

b. Government protects us from

__________.

3. Hobbes’ first idea: he said that nothing existed

except the material world–making him the first

_______________.

a. Thus, the world is a ____________ and

human thoughts are the result of  mechanical

processes in the body. Hobbes saw the world as

“an endless chain of cause and effect”.

b. This materialistic v iew will be very important to

many philosophers in the future.

c. To defend himself against the charge of

atheism, when asked about God he cleverly

refused to say there is no God, instead saying

that the grandeur of God would be too great for



a mere human to comprehend. This

disingenuous answer, plus his friendship with

Charles II, isolated him from the charge.

O Vocabulary note: 

DISINGENUOUS

_________________________________________________

4. Hobbes’ second idea: W ith the turmoil that

Hobbes experienced (that would be

_____________________), he was intensely

concerned with the security prov ided by a stable

and adequately powerful government. This

influenced his political v iews. Man’s natural state, he

maintained, is _____ (that is, competitiveness

which can lead to warfare).

a. Hobbes believed that before government,

each did as he wished, with the powerful

harming the weaker. Because men will “attack”

each other in anticipation of being attacked, the

result is (in these famous words) that “. . . the

life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish

and short”.

b. The implied ______________* between

indiv iduals and the government means a loss of

some freedom in return for security, a good

bargain. (Objection: just where is this contract?)

*Watch for social contract to appear again.

c. Monarchy preferable to democracy because

_____________________________________

__________________________. [! How does

this compare with the statement, “Power tends

to corrupt?”]

d. Church authority should fall under secular authority.

5. W ith Thomas Hobbes, we mark the boundary

between Renaissance and Enlightenment thinkers.

6. Our world today conforms in many respects to

the prescriptions of Hobbes.

REASON – Group discussion 2

B. René Descartes [day-kart’] (1596-1650), apostle

of reason (pre-Enlightenment thinker)
Questions:
What is truth?
How do we really know?
What is reason?
Does reason lead to all knowledge?

1. Descartes looked for a secure foundation for

knowledge, which, like mathematics, would rest on

simple, undeniable foundations, like a straight line is

the shortest distance between two points.3

2. Descartes went through three steps–filters, if

you will–to establish his first principle.

a. First, our senses are

___________________ (as when we see a

straight twig that appears bent when part way

in water).

b. Second, our senses ___________________

as when we are dreaming but think we are

awake).

c. Third, an evil spirit may convincingly feed us

false information.

d. Conclusion: despite all of the above, even

the evil spirit cannot convey any false

information to me _____________________.

Therefore, one thing is certain: I  th ink,

therefo re I  ex ist .*

*cogito, ergo sum in Latin

3. From this foundation, Descartes began to draw

further fundamental  principles, such as:

a. I cannot create something greater than me.

Since God is greater, he must ex ist and be

trustworthy.

4. Mathematical truths are, of course, reliable.

5. All this is accomplished using reason, and thus

________________, the belief that reason lies at

the foundation of true knowledge, is born.

6. Starting from reason and deducing answers

from reason, as mathematics does, is called

deductive reasoning.

O Vocabulary note: 

DEDUCTIVE REASONING

To use reasoning to arrive at an answer based on__________

_______________________.

Mathematics uses deductive reasoning.

Example: it always rains on Thursday, therefore I never plan

on playing golf  on Thursdays.

      

7. Descartes saw the world, then, as div ided into

mind and matter. This mind/body div ision endures

until the present and is known as Cartesian

dualism.

8. Foo tno te: Descartes invented analytic

geometry and ___________–that is why the x

and y coordinates are known as the Cartesian

coordinates.

“Although Cartesianism was but the first of

many systems that occupied European

thought, it placed the debate on new

ground–a human-centered, secular

perspective.”4

[Descartes], more than anyone else, ‘sold’

science to educated Western man. It was

largely under his influence that the pursuit of

certainty came to dominate intellectual

In general, the explanation here follows Bryan3

Magee, The Story of Thought, Quality Paperback Bookclub,

1998, pp. 84-89.

W. Andrew Hoffecker, Revolutions in Worldviews, P4

& R Publishers, 2007, p. 254.



activ ity in the West, and that considerations

of method became central to that pursuit.”5

C. Isaac Newton (1643-1727), explainer of the

universe  (pre-Enlightenment thinker)

1. Copernicus and Kepler had described what

movements occur in space, but Newton went far

beyond that and explained ______ these

movements occur, devising the concept of gravity

as the center of this explanation, and along the

way inventing calculus to give him the

mathematical tools he needed. 

2. Newton completed the Copernican/Keplerian

proof that the earth is not at the center of the

universe.

a. Many took this as evidence that the biblical

v iew of God and man was therefore not true.

(Today’s Christians are not so ________.)

3. In so doing, Newton provided a foundation

stone for Enlightenment empiricists. . .

EXPERIENCE – Group discussion 3

D. John Locke (1732-1804), empiricist popularizer of

others’ ideas
Questions:
What is experience?
Can experience provide us with all knowledge?
What is more important, reason or experience?
What does “consent of the governed” mean?

1. An Englishman, John Locke’s practical v iew of

the world was in sharp contrast to Descartes’

precise rational thinking, although Locke had

studied Descartes.

2. Locke contributed to two areas of thinking:

a. How do we know? (Descartes’ interest also)

b. How should government operate?

1) Americans are more interested in this

aspect of Locke.

3. First, how do we know?

a. Our only connection with the world is through

our senses. If we use our mind only, we lose

that connection. Therefore, we must use our

sense connection to the real world–that is, our

experiences.

b. There are no ______________ in the human

mind (thus, Locke maintained that Descartes

erred). At birth, our mind is like a blank sheet of

paper (Locke said _____________*, because

people often wrote with chalk on a piece of slate,

the material of the first chalkboards).

*tabula rasa in Latin
c. From this starting point one builds knowledge

from observation, and we call this knowledge

empirical knowledge. We experience and then

come to conclusions: this is called inductive

reasoning.             

O Vocabulary note: 

INDUCTIVE REASONING

Inductive reasoning is the opposite of deductive reasoning–with

induction you start with observations and draw conclusions.

Example: when you flip a coin 100 times and it comes up heads

about half the time, you conclude that the probability of future

results is about 50% heads–that’s inductive reasoning. If you

conclude 50% probability before any tosses, because it just

makes sense to your reasoning ability–that’s deductive

reasoning.

d. Inductive knowledge based on experience is

always subject to _________ because of faulty or

incomplete observations (unlike the certainty of the

deductive reasoning–but deductive reasoning only

applies to certain areas, like mathematics). We

strive for certainty by careful observation, but

never reach absolute certainty.

e. Locke’s belief in the validity of sense experience

dovetailed with the growing belief in science, which

of course is based on observation, making his

system all the more attractive.

4. Second, how should government operate?

a. Early man created government for protection

from abusive individuals. Thus, from the beginning,

government involved a social contract among

members of the group.*

b. Because the contract is between the people,

they can change the contract and _______ the

ruler, as they had just done in the Glorious

Revolution (1688-89).

*described in Locke’s Second Treatise of Civil

Government (1690)

c. Where, then, does sovereignty–the source of

the government’s authority–lie?

O Vocabulary note: 

SOVEREIGNTY

The power of a ruler or_______________________________

1) The (traditional) religious answer to the

question of where the authority of governments

originates (i.e., the sovereignty of a

government): God gave Adam

__________________, and those who

succeeded Adam as leaders are __________

______________ empowered by God.

2) The new argument asserted by Locke and

others is the social contract, that is, the people.

d. Criticism: Locke has no proof that there were

“wild” men before the first government.

1) An interesting point is that Locke and others

are countering a religious argument with a

____________ one. It is the secular nature of

Locke’s argument that helps make it appealing

to Enlightenment thinkers.

2) Further, just where is this social contract?

The first known such contract appears in theBryan Magee, The Story of Thought, Quality5

Paperback Bookclub, 1998, p. 88.



Mayflower Compact in _____ (and then not

again until _______, when the Americans ratify

the US Constitution). The Glorious Revolution is

a special case, because the contract is between

the ruler and a parliament, which only partially

represents the people at that time.

5. A third contribution of Locke lies in his call for

greater ____________.*

*in Locke’s Essay on Toleration (1689)

6. Locke was highly influential throughout the

Enlightenment. He influenced both the American and

French Revolutions. His accomplishments were taking

__________________ and making them readable and

convincing.

“In short, Locke earned his fame by a series of well-

organized summaries in plain prose of well-ripened ideas

[of others]. It is not his fault but the result of a not

uncommon cultural squint that Locke has been hailed as

the discoverer and original expounder of the principal that

civil and political rights are lodged in the people”.6

E. Montesquieu (1689-1755), advocate of the New

Government

1. The Spirit of Laws (1748)

a. Laws are derived from nature

b. Values change as society evolves.

c. Advocated separation of powers but

inadequately separated the judicial from the

executive (when the US Constitution was written, it

too suffered conceptually from this weakness, with

the judicial branch having no clear power of judicial

review).

“ Montesquieu’s De l’esprit des lois . . . . must be

reckoned from this point of view a magnificent

failure. Montesquieu attempted to skip the work of

a couple of centuries in scientific jurisprudence,

economics, human geography, and anthropology.

The time was not yet ripe, . . The task was beyond

the possibilities of his day..”7

F. Voltaire (1694-1788), brilliant enemy of superstition

Question: Does satire really advance an argument? 

1. Voltaire was not an original thinker, but a brilliant

writer, satirist, and publicist of others’ ideas.

O Vocabulary note: 

PUBLICIST

Someone who puts forward information to the public. Here, it is

ideas. For an actor, his publicist tries to get his name in

magazines and newspapers.

a. He advocated brilliantly and effectively the ideas

of Newton and Locke among Europeans.

b. A three year stay in England introduced Voltaire

to the freedoms of England.

2. Voltaire was a life-long advocate of toleration.

3. Although not an atheist, Voltaire was an intractable

enemy of Christianity, especially in its Roman Catholic

form.

4. Although Voltaire believed in the power of ideas to

change society, some of his followers decided that

violence was desirable, and thus French thinking

gradually turned violent, leading to the French

Revolution and later violent tendencies among the

French and those who followed their lead.

G. Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), forward to

nature
Question: How can nature improve your life?

1. Rousseau was born in Geneva, making him Swiss,

from a land with a long tradition of more-or-less

democratic rule.

2. Rousseau introduced feeling above reason.

(Perhaps his harsh upbringing and lack of much formal

education led to this).

3. Rousseau’s three great ideas:

a. Civilization has gone too far. Rousseau’s

stages of civilization:

1. savage amoral

2. peasant moral talent

rewarded

3. bourgeoisie immoral birth

determines all

O Vocabulary note: 

AMORAL

______________________________________________.

1) A reformed society would move back to the

second stage, but not to the so-called Noble

Savage, as is often charged. 

2) Rousseau’s rejection of the luxuries of stage

three aroused resentment by some philosophes.

b. Feelings are more important than reason.

c. The will of society is more (and more

important than) the will of all the individuals.

1) Rousseau believed in the social contract,

similar but not identical with Locke’s social

contact.* The social contract is not original with

Rousseau (nor with Locke or Hobbes, for that

matter), nor does Rousseau care whether there

ever actually was such a contract.

* in Rousseau’s Social Contract (1762)

2) The state should be sovereign, but supported

by the general will.

3) The general will is what all citizens should

agree as the best for all people, such as taxes.

People should be forced into buying into the

general will.

4) The state should be democratic, republican,

and egalitarian, as Rousseau defines t hese

t erms.

5) Criticism: In actuality, such a state would be

authoritarian, with censors and forced removal

Jacques Barzun, From Dawn to Decadence,6

HarperCollins, 2000, p. 362.

A. Cobban, in The New Cambridge Modern History,7

Vol. VII, The Old Regime 1713-1763, CUP, 1957, p. 92.



of most class differences and the education

system teaching these ideas.

“Rousseau did understand, against some of the

French rationalists, that feeling was

_________________ for the moral imagination.

But he acknowledged no legitimate soil for the

nurture of this feeling, nor could he forge a

connection between feeling and reason. That is,

he accepted the false severance of reason from a

proper ordering of the passions.”8

H. The philosophes, spokesmen for the French

Enlightenment 

1. The philosophes is the name we give to those

educated followers of the Enlightenment in

_________.

“The elimination of the Christian tradition and

Scripture from social theory, and thus from the

public debate, left a void that was filled by

philosophy popularized. This is how the 18C

publicists come to be called philosophes”.9

I. Thomas Paine (1737-1809), a _________, not a

builder

1. Thomas Paine was a critic of wrongs, but not a

builder of better government. Thus, after his

immensely effective pamphlet, Common Sense

(1776), he left America to criticize the

____________________ in France.

a. Unlike Locke, who saw society based on God’s

granting man and woman the gift of marriage,

Paine saw government as based on the natural

rights of individuals.

“We have it in our power to begin the world

over again. A situation similar to the present

has not happened since the days of Noah until

now.”10

2. In France he published The Rights of Man (1791).

V. Enlightenment ideas 1: How can religious influence

in society be minimized? (V-VII are reviews of IV)

A. Two views of the religious situation at the end of the

Renaissance

1. Religion is the __________.

2. Religious ___________ and spiritual __________

are the problem.

B. The majority of Enlightenment thinkers wanted to

reduce the influence of religion.

1. Human thought should be independent of

God–whether God exists or not. 

2. Regardless of religious beliefs, the state should be

secular (Machiavelli).

“ Sometimes it’s hard to distinguish between the

Enlightenment support for religious liberty, and the

Enlightenment desire that religion should grow

more modern, that is, less religious, and finally

decay.11

C. Doubt, “the third force in seventeenth-century thought”,

came in four stages:

1. rationalistic supernaturalism

a. This position held that religion should “conform

to reason”.

b. If a miracle exists, it must be for a logical

reason, according to one follower of this position.

c. Advocates included John Locke.

2. Deism

a. What is deism? As first outlined by Lord Herbert

of Cherbury (1624), deism favored rational religion

over revealed doctrine: 

Herbert’s five

principles of rational

religion:

Traditional aspects

missing:

belief in God incarnation of God in

Jesus

God should be worshiped Jesus’ death as a

payment for man’s sins

virtue and piety proper resurrection of Jesus

sins should be repented hinted at scepticism

regarding the Trinity

punishments and rewards

exist in the present and in

the next life

later writing: challenging

the authority of scripture

b. Deism was popular in the ____ years ending

with Thomas Jefferson (a partial deist), who

produced a supernatural-free Bible using cut and

paste.

c. The increasing discoveries of scientific laws led

deists to conclude that God created a universe and

laws that control it, then _____________. Thus the

analogy with the clockmaker and the clock.

d. Voltaire was the leading French deist.

e. Perhaps ironic is the deists’ rejection of most of

Christianity (and, fundamentally, the Bible) while

still accepting the existence of God and the basic

outline of creation described in the Bible.

f. Rousseau (in the Social Contract) called for

deism to be made the official religion of France.

g. Thus, in the minds of the deists, the loving,

Anthony Esolen. The Politically Incorrect Guide to8

Western Civilization, Regnery Publishing Co., 2008, pp. 238f.

Jacques Barzun. From Dawn to Decadence,9

HarperCollins, 2000, p. 365.

Thomas Paine, quoted in W. Andrew Hoffecker,10

Revolutions in Worldviews, P & R Publishing, 2007, p. 272.

Anthony Esolen. The Politically Incorrect Guide to11

Western Civilization, Regnery Publishing Co., 2008, p. 213.



personal God of the Bible who may occasionally

interfere with the natural order of creation was

replaced with an absent God who created the

universe and then removed Himself from it. In

rejecting all the abuses of Christian practice of the

day, deists threw out the baby with the bath water.

“[D]eism in the eighteenth century had lost its

vitality and significance. It became a stagnant pool

in England. In Europe, outside France, it petered

away into a trickle in the marshes of orthodoxy;

and in France it proved to be a mere tributary

poured into the main stream of French scepticism.

It muddied but did not divert the current of infidelity

which already in the seventeenth century dug a

deeper if narrower channel.”12

3. ____________________

a. Scepticism focused on Christian beliefs.

b. Both sceptical thinkers and Christians confused

beliefs of Christians with teachings of the Bible.

This error continues today among those who

believe that there is a conflict between the Bible

and science.

4. __________________

a. The first public atheist was the Italian Lucilio

Vanini (1585-1619)

b. Although not an atheist himself, some of

Newton’s followers found in his discoveries a

justification for atheism.

D. The rise of toleration

E. The rise of (___________________) secularism

1. The anti-Christian spirit of the age (among the

intellectual leaders) continued the previous failure of

Christian leadership to achieve a tolerant, just,

democratic society (but, overall, secular government

has been more tolerant than religious governments).

VI. Enlightenment ideas 2: How should government

best work?

A. Old government vs. new government

1. Criticisms of the ____________________ (that is,

France before 1789)

a. What role should the Catholic Church play in

society?

b. Why should kings rule by divine right?

c. Why do we have intolerance, inequality,

warfare?

2. Characteristics of the new government

a. Republican

government–______________________ (no king)

b. Separation of powers (a fundamental

characteristic of republican government)

c. Checks and balances (why? to preserve

separation of powers)

d. Democratic government

e. Limited government

f. Social contract: governments constitute a social

contract between the governed and the leadership 

1) In fact they do not until the

___________________ (_______).

2) Next, the English Bill of Rights between a

parliament and the ruler(s) (William and Mary).

3. Finally, a true social contract, with the US

Constitution (“We the People”) (______).

B. The individual

1. Equality

2. Individual rights

3. Evil is the result of a lack of reason, which comes

from a lack of education.

4. The “mind” replaced the “soul” as the concept most

often used to explain human behavior.

C. Did Enlightenment ideas originate in the Enlightenment?

Not entirely.

“Later historians’ ____________________ prefer to

read about free trade in Adam Smith than in [Puritan

writer John] Lilburne and his parable of the talents. It

is easier to credit John Locke than some obscure

Anabaptist preacher for the thought that all men are

born free and equal. The preacher quoted St. Paul,

who said that God has ‘no respect of persons’ and that

there is ‘no difference between Jew and Gentile.’

Others insisted that God’s grace is free–all share in it

as they share in Adam’s sin. Hence superior rank has

no warrant; the only superiority is of the spirit. To

rationalists this was no way to argue.”13

VII. Enlightenment ideas 3: How do we know?

A. Reason

B. Experience

C. Nature

1. To John Toland nature replaced God.

D. God/revelation (knowledge given to man from God)

1. Reason, Nature, and Providence (i.e., God) became

cult words.

VIII. Awakening ideas

A. The Awakening refers to one or more places in the

1700s-early 1800s where Christians became aware of the

need to ____________ their religious beliefs

(________________

________________________________, as Enlightenment

thinkers desired). Today’s intellectual leaders are more

followers of the Enlightenment heritage, and tend to see

little of interest or importance of this path of religious

renewal. This is why your textbook downplays or ignores

spiritual reform of the time.

B. Awakening thinkers

1. Blaise Pascal (1623-1662), heart before head

a. Instead of examining reason like Descartes,

Pascal called for an examination of the human

heart.

b. Pascal’s concern with the heart did not reflect an

ignorance of mathematics, as he was one of the

greatest mathematicians of his age.

A. Cobban, in The New Cambridge Modern History,12

Vol. VII, The Old Regime 1713-1763, CUP, 1957, p. 85.

Jacques Barzun, From Dawn to Decadence,13

HarperCollins, 2000, p. 270.



“But unlike those in our day who insist that all

religions are the same (usually because they don’t

pay attention to them) Pascal insisted on the limits

of reason, and upon the sovereignty of God who

might choose a shepherd without consulting the

mathematician first. . . . [Pascal] opened a way

that a few would take. The direction of European

culture, after Newton, lay rather in exposing the

‘laws’, whereby we know, as if our minds were

machines acted upon by machines. Eventually, as

it did in the ancient world, materialism led to

skepticism.14

2. Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), defender of God

over human reason

a. A Puritan theologian, preacher, philosopher

b. Edwards, who begin reading Locke’s Essay

Concerning Human Understanding when he was 12

years old, continued to read widely among

Enlightenment writers throughout his life.

c. Edwards said that the ____________ of most

Enlightenment thinkers was in seeing everything

from the point of view of human happiness, rather

than from God’s purposes in creation.

C. Awakening ideas

1. The problem of religious corruption or lethargy is

met best by _________________.

2. Becoming independent from God, subjugating God

to human limitations, is not the appropriate response,

according to Awakening thinkers.

“What we have in Plymouth, then, and elsewhere in

America is a third way, neither the absolute State

praised by Hobbes, nor the banishment of religion to

the dusty corners of the soul. Here is room for

individual conscience and enterprise, in the service of

the family, and to the benefit of the community. We

have an ideal that was largely realized during

[William] Bradford’s long governorship, and remained

a template for New England villages for many

generations: a people united by the God they worship,

who commands them to love one another. . . .

Strangely enough, it is from their commitment to local

church polity, that the __________ gave us a model,

not for church government, but for a

_______________ friendly to both family and church.

”15

IX. How did the Enlightenment and Awakening

influence later generations?

“[The Enlightenment’s] basic principles and

objectives...became the matrix of the modern age”.16

A. Although the specifics of most Enlightenment thinkers

have been rejected (with the notable exception of political

ideas) the underlying move to make man

autonomous–independent from ________–succeeded.

B. on religious issues: secularism triumphed, but

religion still thrives

O Vocabulary note: 

AUTONOMOUS

Independent; here, ____________________________

1. Deism became a way station on the road to the

growth to modern agnosticism and atheism.

2. Christianity was stripped of many customary but

non-Biblical beliefs.

3. Christianity was not defeated, but was

marginalized in that

it lost its role in the public sphere to secularistic, and

often atheistic, forces.

O Vocabulary note 1: 

MARGINALIZED

_____________________________; made less important

O Vocabulary note2 : 

SECULARISTIC (not secular)

_______________________ the secular, often intolerant of

anything religious

C. on authority issues: lasting influence

1. The democratic revolutions, starting in the 13

colonies

2. Our Founders were profoundly affected by both

Enlightenment and Awakening ideas although our bias

causes us generally to ignore the latter.

3. Our Founders rejected total majority rule, a feature

of all [earlier] democracies.

D. On how-we-know issues: partly rejected

1. The value of reason is fully appreciated, but  reason

as the source of all true knowledge has been rejected.

2. Determinism, the result of the belief that only

physical phenomena exist, gained currency. The idea

that science disproved the sphere of the nonphysical

has been revealed to display a fundamental

misunderstanding of the realm of science, which,

though successful in explaining the physical universe,

has nothing to say about any nonphysical reality. This

may be called the empirical fallacy. (Yet many today

remain confused on this issue.)

O Vocabulary note: 

DETERMINISM

The belief that all events are determined by the interactions of

matter, 

that humans have no free choices.

3. Asserting that all knowledge comes from

experience is a fiction that Western culture has

rejected.

4. The mind/body problem remains.Anthony Esolen. The Politically Incorrect Guide to14
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