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Summary outline:

I. The world environment

II. Primitive life

III. FIVE KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN WORLD HISTORY

A. The end of the last ice age

B. Agriculture

C. Civilization

1. Afro-Eurasia

2. The Americas

3. The joining of the hemispheres

4. Power to the people

5. Conflict

D. The modern/the Industrial Revolution

E. The spiritual dimensions

Outline:
I. The world environment

A. The atmosphere, climate, soil, and abundance of accessible chemical elements of the earth support diverse

life forms, and provide many opportunities for human development, especially since the end of the last Ice Age.

II. Primitive life
A. Primitive culture organized human life far beyond the existence of other animals.

1. Language enabled humans to move into new worlds.

a. We can  have a past and a future.

b. We can imagine.

c. We can think abstractly.

d. We can make critical judgements (moving beyond mere feelings).

2. There are countless possible cultures.

3. As advanced cultures (civilization) spread, primitive cultures began to retreat, as they were and are not

competitive with civilizations. Little of the earth remains to them.

B. Important inventions of primitive societies

1. Fire enabled humans to heat space, cook food, and process materials such as metals and pottery.

2. Tools enabled humans to perform tasks beyond simple hand manipulation, such as grinding grain,

drilling, producing weapons, and building structures.

3. Sewing enabled humans to make clothes out of skins and, later, cloth.

4. Spinning and weaving enabled humans to turn animal and vegetable fibers into cloth for clothes and

blankets.

5. Boats enabled man to use water travel, the most efficient way of travel for humans and materials.

6. The wheel enabled first higher quality pottery, and then wheeled vehicles.

III. FIVE KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN WORLD HISTORY
A. The end of the last ice age

1. Farming, by increasing the food supply and enabling humans to live in one place (with all the possibilities

that enables), is the foundation of all subsequent history.

2. Since about 10,000 years ago, the earth has had a stable warm period, which makes farming more

workable.

3. Thus, the end of the ice age constituted a key event, enabling all subsequent history.

B. Agriculture

1. By settling down, humans could develop more complicated social institutions. A complicated society is a

definition of civilization.

2. In order to settle down, humans had to discover that plants could be grown, rather than merely sought

out where they occur naturally.

3. Controlling the nature of animals so that they thrive under human influence and are thus able to work for

humans or provide a ready source of fibers or food, helped humans thrive.

C. Civilization

1. Afro-Eurasia
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a. Civilization first developed in 5 areas:

1). The first time humans moved from a simple culture to a complicated culture was in the

Near-East, in an area we call the Cradle of Civilization.

2) Shortly after this, a second civilization developed nearby in the NE corner of Africa, in the

Nile River valley.

3) The third civilization developed in the Indian subcontinent, around the Indus River.

4) The fourth time a primitive culture changed into a civilization in the Old World occurred on the

Mediterranean island of Crete.

5) The last creation of civilization occurred in East Asia, along the Hwang He River.

2. The Americas

a. Civilization developed in 2 areas:

1. The first civilization in the New World occurred when primitive peoples in Central America

successfully faced challenges resulting in a advanced culture.

2. The second American primitive people to develop civilization lived in the northwestern part

of South America.

3. The joining of the hemispheres

a. Although evidence indicates periodic travels westward from the Old World to the New (but no

evidence exists for the reverse), these visits resulted in no significant influence until Columbus’ visit in

1492.

b. Columbus’ discovery changed the world.

4. Power to the people

a. As societies grew more complex and larger, power accumulated to rulers.

b. Common people were normally abused by those in power.

c. The slow movement of power to the people began with the invention of written laws. (ca 2000 BC)

d. By fits and starts, first in one place for a while, then in another place, common people gained

freedoms. Examples include:

1) The Israelites under the leadership of the prophets (ca 1200s BC)

2) Polis Greeks, where democratic rule had developed (at least for the majority of those not

slaves) (from 500s BC)

3) Free Romans during their republican period. (from 500s BC)

e. Modern democratic republican rule (democratic=the vote, republican=plural leadership) had its

seeds planted by Norman English kings. (1200s)

f. Separation of powers, a significant refinement of republican government, was the idea of

Enlightenment thinkers. (1700s)

g. The United States became the first secular democratic republican government aiming at equal

freedoms for all inhabitants.

5. Conflict

a. Conflicts can occur between individuals, groups, nations, or they can occur between civilizations. 

b. Conflicts can be peaceful or violent, out in the open or hidden. 

c. Conflicts cause wars and many varieties of injustice. 

d. Conflicts can also cause the growth of individuals and groups and lead to the creation of wealth. 

e. Conflict results from differing interests, misunderstandings, prejudices, hatreds of all kinds,

jealousies, and ambitions. Competition is a form of conflict.

D. The modern and the Industrial Revolution

1. Starting around 1600, a series of cultural changes began to occur in Europe which enriched and

empowered it to the degree that no other peoples could resist Europe’ power.

a. For the first time since the stone age, the income and standard of living of the average person

begins to permanently rise.

b. This rise in wealth, however, has a negative effect on those who have not yet industrialized. This

effect, just recently noted, is called the Great Divergence.

2. New technology and the cultural changes necessary to incorporate them produced the wealth and power

of industrialized societies.

E. Spiritual developments

1. The development of wise, kind, honest behavior (etc.) has been much slower than political, technological,

and economic developments. Relatively little advance in such thinking has been made in the last 2000 years.


